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excellent tact (which was remarked upon with approval even
by Francis I, who was greatly irritated by his son's treatment
of her); but the way the iron entered into her soul is dis-
closed by her letters long afterwards to her favourite daugh-
ter, in one or two touching allusions to this sorrow borne for
years in silence.

About this time a fashionable craze for Protestantism set
in at the French court One outcome of this was a passion
for Marot's French psalms, and each person was to be heard
singing his or her favourite one on all occasions We are told
that Catherine took a particular affection for one beginning
"Vers TEternel, des oppresses le Pere," which was for ever
on her lips, and no doubt aopealed to her in consequence of
her husband's coldness and neglect, and the prejudice against
her evinced by the French people.

The portrait of Catherine, painted at this time, when she
was twenty-one years of age, is that which has always been
the picture of her preserved in her own family Though not
possessing beauty, she has a fine intelligent face, with the
Medici eyes, a broad forehead, and fair hair, the picture thus
agreeing exactly with the descriptions of her given by Suriano,
Vasari, and others at this time30 This portrait of her was
permanently kept by the Medici family with their other
family portraits in theii principal villa of Poggio a Caiano,
where it and they still hang. The villa and its contents passed
from the Medici Grand Dukes to their successors, the Aus-
trian Grand Dukes, and from the latter to the King of Italy,
being now the royal villa in Tuscany. Although the painter's
name has been lost, the crown, the historic pearls, the agree-
ment with the descriptions of contemporary writers, and
above all the locality in which the portrait has always been
preserved, leave no doubt as to its authentic character.
Painted for Catherine in France by an Italian artist, it was
most probably sent by her as a present to her relative, Cosimo
I, at the time of his marriage in 1539 to Eleonora di Toledo*